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H. van der Wolf 


Abstract 


Coleophora shamshir van der Wolf, sp. n., is described, based on three males and six females collected in 
south Tajikistan. The collecting site is in the Tigrovaya Balka Nature Reserve on the border with Afghanistan near 
the confluence of the Vakhsh and Panj rivers. The adult, the male and female genitalia and the collecting site are 
illustrated. The type specimens are deposited in the Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, The Netherlands, and in 
the collection of the author. 
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Coleophora shamshir van der Wolf, sp. n., una nueva especie de Tayikistán 
(Lepidoptera: Coleophoridae) 


Resumen 


Coleophora shamshir van der Wolf, sp. n., se describe del sur de Tayikistan, basado en una serie de tres 
machos y seis hembras. El lugar de colección está en la reserva natural Tigrovaya Balka sobre la frontera con 
Afganistán cerca de la confluencia de los ríos Vakhsh y Panj. Se ilustran los adultos, las genitalias macho y hembra 
y el lugar de captura. Los especímenes tipo están dspositados en el Naturalis Biodiversity Center, en Leiden, 
Holanda y en la colección del autor. 

PALABRAS CLAVE: Lepidoptera, Coleophoridae, Coleophora shamshir, nueva especie, Tayikistán. 


Introduction 


The Coleophoridae fauna of Tajikistan is poorly known. In BALDIZZONE et al. (2006), only 9 
species from Tajikistan are enumerated. (Baldizzone et al. 2006). They are: Coleophora amygdalina 
Falkovitsh, 1976, C. anthocalia Falkovitsh, 1978, C. bedella Falkovitsh, 1976 , C. ichthyura 
Falkovitsh, 1976, C. kondarensis (Reznik, 1976), C. kuznetzovi Toll, 1961, C. subula (Falkovitsh, 
1993), C. tadzhikiella Danilevski, 1955 and Ischnophanes bifurcata Baldizzone, 1995. 

Among material collected by V. Sruoga in the Tigrovaya Balka Nature Reserve in 1990 a series of 
very small Coleophoridae was found. They turned out to belong to an undescribed species. 


Coleophora shamshir van der Wolf, sp. n. (Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4) 
Material: Holotype d, “South. Tadzhikistan Tigrovaya Balka, env. Dzhilikul, 17-VIII-[19]90, 
[leg.] V. Sruoga”, gen. prep. Wf. 6867 (RMNH). Paratypes: 1 3, same data as holotype, gen.prep. Wf. 


6868. 1 3, same data, but 19-VIII-[90], gen.prep. Wf. 6884. 1 €, same data, but 17-VIII-[90], gen. 
prep. Wf. 6871. 1 Y, same data, gen. prep. Wf. 6388. 1 9, same data, but 18-VIII-[19]90, gen. prep. Wf. 
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6878. 1 2, same data, but 26-VII-[1990], gen. prep. Wf. 6391. 1 2, same data, but 18-VIII-[19]90, 
gen.prep. Wf. 6891. 1 9, same data, gen.prep. Wf. 6887. 2 ex. without abdomen, same data, but 26-VII- 
[19]90. 

Description: Adult (Fig. 1): Wingspan 6-9 mm. Head and thorax white. Labial palps white, second 
segment about 1.5 times longer than third. Antennae: basal segment white with short tuft of white 
scales; flagellum ringed white and brown. Forewings white, suffused with yellowish-orange scales. 
Hindwings and fringes whitish-beige. 

Male genitalia (Fig. 2): Spinose part of gnathos globular. Tegumen large, with two wide arms. 
Transtilla stretched. Valvula vague. Valva narrow. Sacculus rounded, tapering into a long, sabre-like 
crooked point reaching halfway tegumen; dorsally a hook-like process projected upwards. No cucullus. 
Aedeagus large, wide, weakly chitinised, without cornutus. 

Female genitalia (Fig. 3): Papillae anales oval. Apophyses posteriores about twice length of 
sterigma.; apophyses anteriores rudimentary. Sterigma subtrapezoid, with proximal margin convex; 
distal margin straight, with strong bristles, medially excavated. Colliculum small, with a narrow 
chitinised ridge at entrance ductus bursae; ductus tranparent, gradually widening into transparent sack- 
like bursa copulatrix. Signum a large round disc with central chitinised ridge. 

Bionomy: The specimens were collected at light. The early stages and the foodplant are not 
known. The collecting site (Fig. 4) is part of the Tigrovaya Balka Nature Reserve in the Foothill Semi 
Desert ecosystem. Typical communities are Haloxylon, Salsola, Artemisia, Hammada and Halostachys 
(Tajikistan 2002. Ecosystems: State and Trends). 

Distribution: The species is only known from south Tajikistan. 

Etymology: The species name refers to the sabre-like processus of the sacculus. Old Persian 
shamshir = curved like at tiger’s claw. It is also the name of the well-known crooked sabre, the 
scimitar. 

Remarks: The new species cannot be attributed to any group of Coleophoridae in Toll’s system. 
Although it shows the characteristics of a Coleophora species, it stands out by the sabre-like processus 
of the sacculus and the absence of a cucullus in the male genitalia, and the shape of the signum and the 
reduction of the apophyses anteriores in the female genitalia. 
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Figs. 1-4.- C. shamshir van der Wolf, sp. n., Tigrovaya Balka, Tajikistan. 1. Imago (male), holotype. 2. Male 
genitalia (GP Wf. 6868), paratype. 3. Female genitalia (GP Wf. 6871), paratype. 4. Collecting site Tigrovaya 
Balka. 
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